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MEETING DATE:  May 24, 2005, Work Session AGENDA ITEM NO.:   
 
CONSENT:   REGULAR:  X CLOSED SESSION:   
 (Confidential) 
ACTION: X INFORMATION:   
 
ITEM TITLE:  Re-establishment of the Lynchburg Parking Authority 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Re-establish the Lynchburg Parking Authority. 
 
 
SUMMARY:  The Lynchburg Parking Authority was established by resolution of City Council on October 11, 1994  
(copy attached) in compliance with enabling legislation adopted by the Virginia General Assembly in 1974.  The 
Parking Authority consisted of five members appointed by Council and included two Council members.  Legislation 
adopted by the 1995 session of the General Assembly amended the original statute and set the membership on the 
Parking Authority at seven (7), however, the authority continued to operate with only five members, meeting 
periodically into 1999.  One subsequent meeting of the authority was held on July 27, 2001 and the terms of all 
members have since expired.  A list of the most recent members is attached.  
 
 A copy of the enabling legislation is attached for Council’s reference.  It provides a broad grant of powers to 
the Parking Authority including the powers to own and lease property, to construct and operate parking facilities, to 
establish regulations regarding parking, to set and collect fees for parking, and to borrow money through revenue 
bonds. 
 
 A review of the minutes of Parking Authority meetings indicates that it focused on improving the convenience 
of on-street parking, examined parking need, including the need for new parking structures, commissioned several 
studies, and explored financing arrangements.  At the time, the studies indicated that there was not an immediate need 
for additional parking.  Furthermore, it became clear that there was not enough revenue generating capacity to support 
the construction of new facilities.   
 
 There are strong indications that the situation regarding parking downtown has changed since the Parking 
Authority stopped meeting and, during its work session of April 25th, Council indicated a willingness to explore the 
creation of additional structured parking.  It is suggested that the re-establishment of the Parking Authority is the best 
way to facilitate and provide direction to this process.   
 
 It is recommended that Council appoint seven members to a new Lynchburg Parking Authority, including two 
members of City Council, the Executive Director of Lynch’s Landing, a private individual involved in parking operations 
downtown, a representative of a major operation requiring parking, an individual with financial expertise, and another 
individual of Council’s choosing.  City staff would provide administrative support to the authority.   
 
 Initial responsibilities of the Parking Authority could be as follows: 
 

! Review the enabling legislation 
! Review the resolution creating the Parking Authority and suggest appropriate revisions, including a 

clear articulation of the purposes of the authority 
! Review past actions of the Parking Authority and past studies regarding parking downtown. 
! Gather input on the current situation, including interviews with major users and other interested parties 
! Examine economic issues related to parking including costs, potential revenues and financing options 
! Develop a work plan and timetable to address challenges and opportunities 
! Consider the creation of public/private partnerships to provide parking 



 
PRIOR ACTION(S):  1974 General Assembly:  Legislation adopted allowing the City to create a Parking Authority; 
October 11, 1994 Council adopted a resolution creating the Lynchburg Parking Authority; 1995 General Assembly 
adopted legislation amending the 1974 legislation.  April 25, 2005, Council asked to be briefed on the Parking 
Authority.   
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  N/A at this time. 
 
 
CONTACT(S):  Kimball Payne 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): Resolution creating the Lynchburg Parking Authority; list of most recent members of the 
authority, 1995 State enabling legislation. 
 
 
REVIEWED BY: lkp 
 
 
























